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Santa Rosa County
Part of the Northwest Florida “Emerald Coast”




Geographic Context —

Location

of Airfields Relative to Future Land Use Map
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Pre-2003 Encroachment Protection —
AICUZ Zones




NAS Whiting Field Mission

The mission of Naval Air Station Whiting Field is to support the
mission accomplishment of multiple tenant commands’ training of U.S.
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard and International
students, by efﬁc1ently providing high quality installation facilities and
operatlonal services. The Naval Air Station Whiting Field complex
consists of two primary airfields and 13 Navy Outlvlng Landlng Fields.

Naval Air Station Whiting Field was commissioned on July 16, 1943 to
train Naval Aviators — and today, remains the “crown jewel” of Naval
aviation training. The installation is home to Training Air Wing FIVE and
the Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training Detachment, Milton. There
are nearly 2,000 students training aboard the complex each year.

Naval Air Station Whiting Field North Field host a fleet of over 150 T-
34C “Turbo Mentor” aircraft, Naval Air Station Whiting Field South Field
supports 120 TH-57 “Sea Ranger” helicopters. The Naval Air Station
Whiting Field complex 1s the busiest Naval air complex in the world -
North and South Fields launch more than 400 flights a day, with the complex
supporting 1.3 million take-offs and landings and 11 percent of all Navy and
Marine Corps flight hours world-wide. During normal flight operations, an
aircraft takes off or lands every 8 seconds.




Santa Rosa County
Economic Impact of
Defense Personnel and Dollars

m Total Defense Spending Exceeds $386.1 Million
m Military/Civilian Personnel = 2,580

m Direct and Indirect Jobs Due to Military
Presence = 15,000

m County Economic Impact Due to Military
Presence = $856.8 Million




m Joint Land Use Study, 2003

= Fight Navy airfields and one public airport in Santa
Rosa County evaluated and recommendations made
for limiting encroachment of incompatible
development.

B Recommendations included:

m Regulatory Changes

m Land Acquisition; Conservation and Agriculture

Easements

= Notification requirements




Key Regulatory Changes

Zones of Regulation: m Subdivision of L.and in MAZ.
= Military Airport Zones, Before After

= Military Airport
Influence Areas, and X
= Notification Zones Easement

X

Residential Rezoning —
upzoning prohibited in MAZ

Permitted Uses — limited X X XX XX

by zone

Height Limits X X X[ XXX
Lighting

8 dwelling units 8 dwelling units
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Before and After




Land Acquisition Partners

Santa Rosa County, FL
NAS Whiting Field

Florida DEP, Florida Forever,
Division of Forestry,

Game and Fish Commission, and
Nature Conservancy

Florida Defense Alliance (grants)

Readiness Environmental Protection
Initiative (REPI)

m State match (50-50)

m County match (25-75)
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.




Land Acquisition - Economic Development

m Preparation for Aviation/Commerce Park

m 263 acres adjacent to NAS Whiting Field, protects clear zone and
prevents residential encroachment.

m Master Plan funded through Florida Community Defense Grants and
DOD Advance Planning Grants.

m Florida Defense Infrastructure Projects
= Examples include:

m $1.09 million in approved Defense Infrastructure Grants funded the 2003
Land Acquisition Study and the direct purchase of approximately 263 acres
adjacent to NAS Whiting Field for and Aviation Commerce Park, and an
additional 130 acres for protection of AICUZ zones.

m [and Acquisition Grants for implementation of the Land Acquisition Study.

m Aviation Commerce Park Grants for preparation of the Master Plan and
associated PD&E for the Aviation Commerce Park.




Land Acquisition —

Conservation, Recreation and Farmland Protection

m Navy / State / County partnership

m (lear Creek Project — Acquisition and protection of 2,902 acres (in progress)

= Navy-Santa Rosa County — Acquisition and protection of 1,817 (in progress)
= REPI-funded Restrictive Easements — over 500 acres

m  Nature Conservancy

= Around NAS Whiting Field, OLF Harold, and the Yellow River area (between
Eglin and the Blackwater Forest) the Nature Conservancy has purchased 12,569
acres from International Paper. Of that, 1,377 acres serve to buffer Whiting Field.

= Option to purchase an additional 8,755 acres north east of NAS Whiting Field

m  Santa Rosa County
= Acquisition of more than 650 acres
m Proposed acquisition of additional 405 acres




Land Acquisition & Other Planning Efforts

Around NAS Whiting Field
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Intergovernmental Coordination

m NAS Whiting Field and Eglin AFB

representatives appointed as non-voting
members of the Local Planning Board.

m Cell towers and radio towers required to get a
“no objection” letter from the Navy (pre-JL.US)

m Provide Navy opportunity to review and
comment on proposed development

m Navy receives copy of Real Estate Disclosure




Real Estate Disclosure

m Disclosure at time of
advertisement for Sale or
Lease Contract within 1 mile
for fixed wing airfields, and
/2 mile for helicopter fields.
Copies of signed disclosure

statements to be forwarded

to Whiting Field.

Realty Sales Offices and
Marketing Materials required
to provide airfield location
information.

Covenants and Restrictions
with residential plats.




Keys to Success

Notity affected property owners.

= Santa Rosa mailed notices to 4,740 property
owners

Respect existing property rights.
Know the problem you’re trying to solve.
Develop partnerships.




Contact Information

Santa Rosa County

Beckie Cato, AICP, Director

Community Planning, Zoning &
Development Division

beckiec(@santarosa.fl.gov

(850) 981-7077

Tony Gomillion, Director
Public Services Department
tonyg(@santarosa.fl.gov

(850) 981-7040

Website: www.santarosa.fl.gov

Nature Consetrvancy

Vernon Compton
vcompton@INC.ORG
(850) 982-4544

Website: www.nature.org

NAS Whiting Field

Randy Roy
Navy Operational Liaison Officer

randy.roy(@navy.mil
850-623-7196 ext.4




